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Mission Statement 
 

 THE MISSION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL is Connecting People to Christ in 
His Word and Love. 
 THE MISSION OF THE SECOND GRADE is to help students understand our need for a Savior 
and God’s perfect plan for our salvation; to let students know they are loved by God and 
are special to Him; to help students find ways to build and express their faith; and to serve 
one another in Christian love and kindness. 
 

Bible Study 
 

Texts:  Holy Bible (ESV) 
  One in Christ, Concordia Publishing House, 2011 
 

Students will learn about God and His plan of salvation as they travel through stories from the Old 
and New Testaments.  Each week we will usually cover two Bible stories using a variety of methods.  These 
lessons are designed to emphasize God’s love to His people and their response to Him.  As we progress 
through the year we will also study the events of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection.   

Devotion-leading will be taught, modeled, and practiced in class.  Beginning in January, students 
will be assigned specific days when they will lead devotions.  They can use devotion books from home, 
make use of our devotion books here at school, or even write their own devotion to share with the class! 
 
 

Memory Work 
 

Each week the students will learn two sections of Scripture related to their Bible Study lessons.  
Sometimes Memory will be a song that the class is learning for Chapel or another special occasion (like 
Christmas Services or Spring Musicals).  This may be in place of OR in addition to the Scripture verses. 
 Memory assignments will be sent home in the 2nd Grade Stripes (our weekly classroom 
newsletter) with the Tiger Tale on the last day of the school week.  Memory will be recited on the second 
day of each lesson, usually Tuesday and Thursday.  2nd Grade Stripes will notify parents of any changes 
regarding the days that Memory is due.  Please keep the memory assignments in a handy place so they 
can be studied throughout the week.  We work toward long-term memory recall so that students are 
remembering past Bible verses throughout the year.  
 

Language Arts (including Reading, Phonics, Spelling, and Grammar) 
 
 Text:  ReadyGen, Pearson, 2016 

 Daily Grammar Review, Evan-Moor 
Daily Phonics, Evan-Moor 

 
Reading: 
 In second grade we will be reading stories and poems out of reading textbooks.  We will practice 
silent reading strategies to help with comprehension along with oral reading strategies to work on fluency 



and expression.  Worksheets and verbal activities will be employed to teach and reinforce the following 
skills: 
 

 decoding and phonics 

 reading and following directions 

 vocabulary building 

 sequencing 

 finding the main idea 

 language skills 

 location and correction of grammatical errors 
 
Spelling: 
 
 The spelling lessons reinforce spelling along with strategies to help students practice correct 
spelling.  We will be using an approach called “Differentiated Spelling” which will work to challenge 2nd 
grade spellers with curricular words, classroom words, and other words they will encounter through 
things like chapter books.  Because of this, individual spelling lists will vary a bit with each student.  
Spelling word lists will be selected and sent home on Monday, PRACTICE TESTS will take place on 
Thursday, and TESTS will be on Friday. 
 
Grammar: 
 
 Students will work through lessons and activities that utilize various forms of writing and writing 
samples to help teach and reinforce the following skills: 

 mechanics 

 grammar and usage 

 sentence structure and the four kinds of sentences 

 writing:  forms, purpose, and composition skills 

 vocabulary skills 

 study skills 

 listening 

 sequencing 
 

 
Handwriting 
 
 Text:  D’Nealian Handwriting, Pearson Education, Inc., 2008 
 
 The first part of the year will allow students to review manuscript handwriting, and the second 
part will be spent learning cursive writing and reviewing manuscript.  Proper letter formation, consistent 
slant, and evenly-spaced letters and words are skills that will be stressed during handwriting, and we will 
use various methods to help students become comfortable with both styles of writing.  Handwriting will 
be observed and stressed in all subjects. For those parents looking to supplement their student’s 
handwriting studies at home, the style we use is called D’Nealian or Contemporary.  If you are unsure of a 
certain style, please talk to Miss Jurchen. 
 



 
Mathematics 
 
 Text:  My Math, McGraw-Hill, 2013 
  Daily Math Practice, Evan-Moor 
 
 Math involves practice with known math facts along with learning new concepts using 
reinforcement and review to foster a clearer understanding of the following skills: 

 counting and number patterns 

 memorizing addition and subtraction facts 

 addition and subtraction of 1, 2, and 3 digit numbers 

 addition and subtraction with regrouping (borrowing and carrying) 

 place value to 1,000 

 greater than and less than 

 money:  penny, nickel, dime, quarter, fifty-cent, and one-dollar 

 time:  hour, half-hour, quarter-hour, and 5-minute intervals 

 calendar reading 

 using data to make various types of graphs 

 geometry:  basic identification and formation of geometric shapes 

 measurement with metric and standard units 

 fractions 

 word problems with up to 2 steps 

 
Science 
 
 Text:  Nancy Larson Science 2, Nancy Larson Publishers, 2014. 
 

Our text focuses on the physical world. Students are becoming more inquisitive about the things 
around them and how things work. The lessons begin with living and non-living things with an explanation 
of matter. The properties of matter help to provide a lead into geology and characteristics of rocks. From 
here the lessons progress into how things move (force, gravity, friction, and work), which leads right into 
simple machines. The last part of the physical world covered is sound and light. From these concepts of 
the physical world, the children bring this knowledge to life science with lessons on birds. Not only are the 
stages of life readdressed, but also how the physical science applies to birds by discussing things such as 
how birds move, their beaks and how they use them, the sounds they make, and other physical 
characteristics of birds. 
 
 

Health 
 

 Health studies in the second grade will focus on proper care for the human body.  Students will 
learn to identify various parts of the body along with their functions, good habits of hygiene, care of mind, 
(feelings, emotions, self-control, self-esteem, and manners) and the importance of maintaining a drug-
free body and lifestyle.  The textual resources for these topics will be selected as needed by the teacher. 
 



 
Social Studies 
 
 Text:  Social Studies:  People We Know, Houghton Mifflin-Harcourt, 2010 
 
 In Social Studies students will learn about people and communities in which they live as well as 
ones from around the world.  They will learn about our country and its leaders both in the past and in the 
present.  Students will be involved in reading, discussing, and doing worksheets and projects that will 
develop the following skills: 

 different thinking strategies 

 good study habits 

 geography and map work 

 citizenship  
Current events are discussed using the weekly Scholastic News magazine.  We also work with JUNIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT to enhance our studies. 
 
 

Physical Education 
 

Text Resource:  Horizons Physical Education, Alpha Omega Publications, 2007 
 
The emphasis in P.E. is the development of motor skills, coordination, cardiovascular strength, and 

endurance through a variety of exercises and activities.  P.E. will be held four days a week.  Students who 
tend to wear sandals or other dressy shoes should keep a pair of tennis shoes at school in their locker for 
use during P.E. activities. 
 

 
Music 
 
 Text:  GamePlan, Jeff Kriske and Randy DeLelles, 2006 
 
 Miss Jurchen will teach music education for 30 minutes twice a week.  Students will have the 
opportunities to sing a wide variety of songs including religious, patriotic, folk, and multicultural styles.  
They will learn musical notation along with doing rhythmic and listening activities.  Trinity Singers (Kdg-
5th) will also continue to meet once a week for rehearsal and sing at a variety of worship services and 
events throughout the year. 
 
 

Art 
 

Text Resource:  Art Connections, SRA, 2005 
 

Art encourages different ways of learning, knowing, and communicating.  Enjoyable activities and 
projects will be provided for the student to experience many different kinds of media and improve and 
develop artistic skills.  The students will study works of art from around the world and various famous 



artists as well. Art class meets once a week for formal instruction, and then the students will have a week 
to complete the project.  Art is also integrated into many of our other subjects. 
 

Computer 
  

Computer classes will be taught for 30 minutes twice a week.  Students will be taught basic 
computer skills as well as supplements to classroom lessons.  We will endeavor to offer a variety of 
curricular-enrichment activities in the lab whenever possible. The computer lab will also be used by the 
second graders to take Achievement tests. 
 

 

Tests 
 

When we complete chapters in our studies, specifically in Math, Science, and Social Studies, look 
for a study guide or practice test which will come home to help your child review for the upcoming test.  
Dates of upcoming tests will be announced in our weekly class newsletter.  Achievement testing also 
continues in 2nd Grade.  Students will spend time in the fall, winter, and spring taking part in this online 
testing.  Throughout the year we will take many opportunities to help the students become acquainted 
with and prepared for this system of testing. 
 

Homework 
 

On the last day of every week our class newsletter will come home with the Tiger Tale.  It contains 
the memory work, test dates, and short descriptions of in-class work for the upcoming week along with 
any other pertinent information for second grade families.  (Remember that spelling words will come 
home on a separate sheet on Monday.)  Please read through this information with your child, as it will 
help you and your child keep track of these assignments and study them throughout the week.  Also 
encourage your child to bring library books home and read them! 

When absences occur, students will be expected to take work home that was missed and 
complete it.  Parents are welcome to pick up homework at the end of the school day.  Please contact Miss 
Jurchen or Mrs. Ziems if other arrangements need to be discussed.  Students should complete any make-
up work and return it to school as soon as possible – within that week or the first day of the next week if 
possible.  If there is an issue concerning the need for teacher help on any of the missed work, please 
contact Miss Jurchen. 
 A typical 2nd Grade week will include some basic homework in these subjects:  oral reading from 
class Reading stories (as well as beginning to read for and complete book reports), studying Spelling 
words, learning Memory work, studying math facts, and reviewing for any other tests, along with daily 
homework assignments (which can be related to any of our subjects of study).  You can expect homework 
to be given daily.  The average amount of homework time for a second grader is twenty minutes per 
night.  If your child is consistently spending more than twenty minutes per night on homework, please let 
us know. 

 
 
 



Discipline 
 

In order to have an environment conducive to learning, the following rules need to be followed.  
Your child will be expected to: 

 show respect to God, those in authority, other students, personal space, personal 
property, and school property 

 listen to instruction and directions and follow them the first time 

 work quietly while completing assignments 

 maintain a Christian attitude of brotherly love and forgiveness 
 
 
Our basic classroom rules  

1. Follow directions first time given. 
2. Raise hand and wait to be called on. 
3. Remain seated and quiet during class time. 
4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. 
5. Remain seated and quiet when teacher is out of the room. 

 
Consequences: 

In our classroom we use “Class Dojo,” an online discipline-monitoring program.  Students receive 
“Positive” points or lose “Need work” points in a variety of categories which include our 5 basic rules but 
also deal with other behaviors like using time wisely, persistence, manners, neatness, complete work, and 
other class-related items.  Parents are able to log in and check their child’s behavior at any time.  This is a 
way to reward exceptional behaviors as well as identify and address incorrect behaviors.  Class Dojo 
monitors the percentage of positive versus negative behaviors our students exhibit every day.  When the 
class as a whole has 4 separate weeks of 90% positive behaviors they will earn a class reward! 

Trinity Lutheran School also has a detention program after school set for up to an hour.  If the 
unacceptable behavior warrants time after school with the teacher, this may also be done.  In the case of 
a detention, all efforts are made to notify parents at least one day prior to the detention being served. 
 
 

Communication 
 

Communication is a vital part of the effectiveness of our school.  Along with face-to-face, phone, 
and email communication, students will keep assignment binders every day; parents should feel free to 
write notes in these as they travel to and from school every day.  When students have work to complete 
at home, we will do all we can to mark those items on the page!  Parents/guardians are required to sign 
their signature at the bottom of the page to show students have completed their work the next morning.  
If all work is completed at school, a teacher will sign the student’s page, and no parent signature is 
required. 


